A NOTE ON PSYCHO-ANALYTIC PUBLICATIONS AND PRIZES - (1919)

In the Autumn of 1918 a member of the Budapest Psycho-Analytical Society
informed me that a Fund had been set aside for cultural purposes from the profits
made by industrial undertakings during the war. The decision as to its use lay
jointly with himself and the Chief Burgermaster of the city of Budapest, Dr. Stephan
Bérczy. They had agreed to devote the considerable sum of money concerned to
the purposes of the psycho-analytic movement and to hand over its administration
to me. | accepted this commission, and | now fulfil my duty of offering public thanks
to the Chief Burgermaster (who soon afterwards received the Psycho-Analytical
Congress in Budapest with so much honour) as well as to the anonymous member
who has performed such a high service to the cause of psycho-analysis.

The Fund thus placed at my disposal, which was given my name, was allotted by
me to the foundation of an international psycho-analytic publishing business. |
considered that in the present circumstances this was our most important need.

Unlike many other scientific undertakings, our two periodical publications, the
Internationale Zeitschrift flr arztliche Psychoanalyse and Imago, did not come to
an end during the war. We succeeded in keeping them in existence, but in
consequence of the increasing difficulties, closing of frontiers and rise in prices
which accompanied the war, it became necessary to reduce them considerably in
size and to allow undesirably long intervals to elapse between the publication of
successive issues. Of the four editors of the two journals (Ferenczi, Jones, Rank
and Sachs) one, being a subject of an enemy State, was cut off from us; two others
had joined the forces and were fully engaged in their military duties; only Dr. Sachs
was left at work, and he self-sacrificingly assumed the whole burden. A few of the
local psycho-analytical societies found it necessary to suspend their meetings
entirely; the number of contributors shrank, as did that of the subscribers. It was
easy to foresee that the publisher's natural dissatisfaction would soon put in
guestion the continuance of the journals to which we attached so much
importance. Yet numerous indications, which reached us even from the front-line
trenches, pointed to the fact that contemporary interest in psycho-analysis had not
diminished. | think | was justified in my intention to put an end to these difficulties
and dangers by the foundation of an international psycho-analytic publishing
business. This publishing house is already in existence to-day, as a limited liability
company; it is under the direction of Dr. Otto Rank, who has been for so many
years secretary of the Vienna Society and co-editor of the two psycho-analytic
journals, and who has returned after many years’ absence on active service to his
earlier work in the service of psycho-analysis.

The new publishing house, supported by the funds of the Budapest endowment,
has assumed the task of ensuring the regular appearance and reliable distribution
of the two journals. As soon as the difficulties of external circumstances permit, it is
intended that they shall be restored to their former dimensions, and that these
dimensions may if necessary be increased, without any extra charge to the
subscribers. But in addition to this, and without waiting for an improvement, the
publishing house will proceed to print books and pamphlets dealing with the field of



medical and applied psycho-analysis; and since it is not a profit-making concern, it
will be able to pay better heed to the interests of authors than is usually done by
commercial publishers.

Simultaneously with the establishment of the psycho-analytic publishing house it
was decided to award annual prizes out of the interest on the Budapest
endowment, to two outstanding pieces of work, one each in the field of medical and
of applied psycho-analysis. These prizes - to the amount of 1,000 Austrian Kronen
- are intended to be awarded, not to authors, but to individual works, so that there
will be a possibility of the same author winning a prize repeatedly. The decision on
the question of which among the writings published during a particular period are to
receive prizes has not been transferred to a committee but will be kept in the hands
of a single person, the Administrator of the fund for the time being; otherwise, if a
committee of adjudicators were to be formed of the most experienced and
discerning analysts, their own writings would have to be excluded from
consideration, and the scheme might easily fail in its intention of distinguishing
exemplary achievements in psycho-analytic literature. If the adjudicator finds
himself hesitating between two works of almost equal value, he will be empowered
to divide the prize between them, without the award of a half-prize implying any
less appreciation of the work in question.

It is intended that these prizes shall in general be awarded every year and that the
choice should lie between the whole of the psycho-analytically important literature
published during that period, irrespectively of whether the author of the work in
question is a Member of the International Psycho-Analytical Association.

The first prizes have already been awarded and relate to papers published during
the period of the war, from 1914 to 1918. The prize for medical psycho-analysis
has been divided between Karl Abraham’s paper ‘The First Pregenital Stage of the
Libido’ (1916) and Ernst Simmel's pamphlet Kriegsneurosen und psychisches
Trauma (1918). The prize for applied psycho-analysis has been awarded to
Theodor Reik’s paper ‘Die Pubertatsriten der Wilden’ (1915).
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[Two further announcements on the same subject appeared subsequently:
‘Preiszuteilungen’ (Int. Z. Psychoanal., 7, 381 [1921]), and ‘Preisausschreibung’
(ibid., 8, 527 [1922]).]

‘AWARD OF PRIZES

‘A recent gift made by Dr. Max Eitingon, the director of the Berlin Clinic, has made
it possible for me to revive the award of prizes (first made in 1919) for psycho-
analytic writings of peculiar merit. The prize for medical psycho-analysis has been
awarded to A. Starcke (of Den Dolder, Holland) for his two publications "Der
Kastrationskomplex™ and "Psychoanalyse und Psychiatrie” (both of them Congress
papers), of which the first appeared in the current volume of this periodical and the
second as a supplementary issue. The prize for applied psycho-analysis has gone



to Dr. G. Réheim (of Budapest) for his paper "Das Selbst" and his Congress paper
on Australian Totemism. The amount of each prize was one thousand marks.

FREUD. ‘PRIZE OFFER

‘At the Seventh International Psycho-Analytical Congress, in Berlin, | laid down as
the subject for a prize: "The Relation between Analytic Technique and Analytic
Theory." The questions to be discussed are how far the technique has influenced
the theory and how far they assist or hinder each other at the present time.

‘Works dealing with this subject should be sent to me at the address given below
before May 1, 1923. They should be legibly typewritten. They should have a motto
attached and should be accompanied by a sealed envelope enclosing the author’s
name. They must be written either in German or English. In judging the works
submitted | shall have the assistance of Dr. K. Abraham and Dr. M. Eitingon.

‘The prize amounts to 20,000 marks at the value current at the time of the
Congress.

‘Berggasse 19, Vienna IX.
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JAMES J. PUTNAM
(1919)

Among the first pieces of news to reach us after the raising of the barrier
separating us from the Anglo-Saxon countries comes the painful report of the
death of Putnam, the President of the great pan-American psycho-analytic group.
He lived to be over seventy-two years old, remained intellectually active to the end,
and died peacefully of heart-failure during his sleep in November 1918. Putnam,
who was until a few years ago Professor of Neuropathology at Harvard University,
was the great support of psycho-analysis in America. His numerous theoretical
works (a few of which made their first appearance in the Internationale Zeitschrift)
have, by their clarity and wealth of ideas, and by the decisively favourable line they
took, contributed immensely towards creating the high esteem which psycho-
analysis now enjoys in America both in psychiatric teaching and in public opinion.
His example may have been no less effective. He was universally respected for his
unimpeachable character, and it was recognized that he was influenced only by the
highest ethical considerations. His closer personal acquaintances could not escape
the conclusion that he was one of those happily compensated people of the
obsessional type for whom what is noble is second nature and for whom any
concession to unworthiness has become an impossibility.

J. J. Putnam’s personal appearance was made familiar to European analysts
through the part he took in the Weimar Congress of 1911. The editor of the
Zeitschrift hopes to include in its next issue a portrait of our honoured friend and a
detailed appreciation of his scientific achievements.



[Freud also translated one of Putnam’s papers (1910) anonymously and added the

following footnote to the translation (Zbl. Psychoan., 1 (1911), 137): ‘This lecture
delivered by the Professor of Neurology at Boston University is offered to our
readers as an offset to the many unjust and uncomprehending attacks that are
levelled against psycho-analysis, in place of counter-criticisms which might easily
lead to embittered feelings. J. Putnam is not only one of the most eminent
neurologists in America but also a man everywhere greatly respected for his
unimpeachable character and high moral standards. Although he has left his youth
far behind him, he took his open stand last year in the front rank of the champions
of psycho-analysis.’]
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